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GEORGE  S.  McCUE 


FOREWORD 

This  handbook  is  intended  for  those  who  through  love  of  lin- 
guistics are  eager  to  learn,  or  through  force  of  circumstances  are 
obliged  to  learn,  the  development  of  English  vowels  in  accented 
syllables.  It  is  designed  for  students  of  Middle  English,  Old 
English,  or  Gothic,  as  well  as  for  teachers  of  courses  in  the  history 
of  the  English  language.  He  who  learns  by  eye  should  be  greatly 
helped  by  the  diagrams. 

In  linguistics,  to  be  sure,  the  eye  can  give  only  limited  help; 
language  should  be  heard  rather  than  seen.  For  that  reason,  all 
voAvels  are  recorded  in  phonetic  symbols.  A  broad  system  of 
transcription  has  been  employed,  because  the  precise  nature  of 
early  pronunciation  is  beyond  conjecture. 

Pruning  was  necessary  to  keep  the  family  trees  of  these  vowels 
within  bounds.  Excisions  include  late  Germanic  cognates,  im- 
portations from  Scandinavian  and  French,  and  special  East  Mid- 
land contributions. 

A  Graphic  History  should  be  used  in  connection  ^vith  a  good 
grammar.  Further  explication  can  be  found  in  the  works  of 
Brugmann,  Buck,  Hirt,  Jespersen,  Wright,  and  Wyld. 

George  S.  McCue 
The  Colorado  College 

ALAN  SWALLOW,  Publisher 

Copyright  1958  by  George  S.  McCue 


SUMMARY  OF  lE-OE   VOWEL    CHANGES 


I E  had  these  vowe/s 
and  d/phthongs : 

[i]   © 


They  appear  o5 
these  sounds  //?  PG: 

— >  [i] 


They  appear  />?  0 E 
mese  sounds: 


OS 


© 


[6j     ©■ 


[£] 


© 
© 
© 

®(D 


[ou]  © 

[auj  © 

[eoj  © 

[o'J  ® 

[ai]  © 

[ei]  © 

[i:]  © 

[e:J  © 
[e:ij  7  © 


-->© 


[a:]  © 
[o;]  © 
[u:]   @ 


[£0]^ 

[y] 

>©   [£:a] 
^®    [i:oK 

^®  [e:o] 


^© 


^0© 
-^© 


>©     [a:] 


>  ©  [SB-]  [e:J 

^©     [c:] 
©     [o:] 


[u:]   -^^^^ 


-^(13) 


KEY   h/lain devetopment 

Development  under  special  conditions 
n\      Plate  number 


[u:] 

fy.] 


SUMMARY  OF    OE-NE   VOWEL   CHANGES 

Note:  Quantitati\/e  changes  (like  [i:]>[i]y  are  not  recorded  here 

OE  had  these  vowels         They  appear  as  They  appear  inWE. 

and  diphthongs:  these  sounds  in  \h^\  as  these  sounds: 

[y]  O — '  l']  — =^rzrz:z '  O  in 


M 


W    ©   ■  —  --___ 


[a][«]  ©< 


----^^^-^  O  \s\ 


[a]     — -__ 


©M 

®[ei] 


®[«] 


[a:]   © 
["1    ® 


^>  [au] 
>    [o:] 


[ul    -=-^ 


--^  ©[a:] 
^©[ou] 


[eo]  [ea]® -_--^-^  M'"] 

/-M   ©— '^  ^^ 


>®  [A] 

-  ^  ©  [u] 

>  ©  [i^] 


\.A  © 

[e:]   © 

Li:o]  © 
[e:o]© 

[£:a]© 
[O:]  © 
[U:]  ® 


—^  ©[ai] 

©    [a][o] 


^____,^-^  ©[i:a] 


J>e[ar]  above  [a* 


©©©©  [i:l 

_  _-— ->    ©  [u:] 

— >  @[au] 

—  ->  @    [auaj 


KEY  Ms/n  de\/e/opment 


Dev^e/opmen/"  under  ^pecia/  cond//'/or>s 
Q  =  P/af-e  ryumber 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AngliafNorfhumbria.  Mercia) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G       German 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Gofh.     Gothic 

IE      indo -European 

Kent     Kentish 

L       Lahn 

LWS  Late  West  5axon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON    Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Sa/ion 

PG     Proto  -  Germ  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 

cipMc      *    conjectured    Form 
<    comes   From 
>  aives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a]  like  o  in  not.  Fodder 

[a:]  "  a   "  Falher 

[«]  "  a  "  hat 

[« :J  Ihe  above  sound  prolonged 

[ai]  like    i  in  ice 

[ao]  "  ou  "  house 

[e]  ;^  e  "^  sef 

[eO  "  ai "  Fair 

[C]  "  a  ;  Faie 

[ei]  "  a    "  ale 

[I]  ''  /    "  sit 

LiO  ;  e  ;;  be 

[lUJ  "  u    "  mute 

fol  "  o   "  vocation 

ro:1  o  note 

[00]  ^^  °  „  90 

[U]  U  pull 

[u:]  00  pool 

[y]  //  ^  //       •  '^(^ssen 

[vi  "  uh  "  6.   kijhn 

[a]  ^^  a  Cuba 

[o]  ''  au  "  audacious 

[o:J  "  aw "  awe 

[S'J  "  /    "  birch 

[a]  "  u    "  but 


IE  »  [' j     cfs  in  L  piscis  (fish)  /r\ 

before  a,e,oro  in  next  syllable^    o^^r-^«     •        #    •    ^^        ^  ^^ 
^  '  *   Pue[€i  Mffrvs,  L  yir^  OEwer(man} 


i  from  IE  etnasal-t-cons.  Oofh.  winds  (wind)  ^c p.  Lvenbus 

i  from  IE  e  before  iorj  in  next  syllable,  (3oth.ist<  esh'(is).  Present 
fense  £&Tsin<f.  OEM  NY  verbs  have  uhilpst(you  tielp) 
<  helpesi  lother  forms  have  e,e.<jhelpan  (to  help) 

before  nasol-h  h^  j^  yenhanan>yinhc,nan>  OhO  dihan  (fo  thrive) 


PG  [•]     <5'>5//7  ON  fiskr  <S  Ooth.  Fisks  (fish).  If  followed  by  h,hJ  or  r  in 
^  Goth,  he  (written  afj, cp  Ooth.  qataihun  with  OE  h'qon 

WG  [']     as  in  05  fisk  <S  OffO  fiso  NHG  Fisch  (fish) 

ti  from  e+ nasal    OEniman  (fotake),  cp.  OHQ  nemon 
before  nasali-Cs.orP,^^^^^.^  loss  of  nasal.  0£  fTfcp.  Ooth.  fimf( five) 
OE[i]     rise  (fish) 


6C. 


lie 


■^^^^^^^ioWihshmiox (dunghill),  WSSc Mercian  io>eo  falling 
hgether  with  eo  from  breaking  of  €>.  North,  kept  to 


i-umlaut(WSonlyl^.^  ^y,irhih;^ic,f>ip>wierh  (becomes) 

In  CVvS  ie>y  &    in  many  words>i 

u, o,  or  o-umlaut  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^  hira>hiora>heora(ofthem).  North  kept  to 


before  fdmbMrd Am ^  ^.^3  p.^^^^  ^  p.^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 


/  from  Tory  tZ  or 3 consonants ,  except  those  above,  fifte  <ftfha(fifth) 
before  <J,Jhe_gdroppjng^^^^  briqdeh  brJde/ (bri die) 


i  from y ,fillon(b  fill).  Kent y>e. Kent. lefhNE left  cp.v/3l^ft 
ME  [i]     fisc  (fish)    Opening  =  i  or y 

in  open  syllables  ^  ^  ]^^OebiM>beM(beeHe). Some  dialects  kept  [i] 


1250 


16- 
I8CC. 


/  from  e  t nasal f  g  ork,  string  <strenq  &  England 

i  from  r+et  c/ort,    griddle  <  ME  gredil 
before  r  f  cons,  or  r  finals 

■\$\  from  ME  ei-r,herde{heard) 

[^  from  MEotr,word 

(—[X]  from  A/IE  uf-n,  purs  (purse) 

^^V\    Fish  NE    IS[  birch, heard.word,&c. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 


Ang.  AnqliafNorthumbria^Mercia) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        German 

Gk.     Greek  (includinq  Doric  dialect) 

Goth.     Gothic 

IE      Indo  -European 

Kent     Kentish 

L        L  a  tin 

LWS  Late  West  Saxon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  6a/.on 

PG     Proto  -  Germ  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


SIGNS 


conjectured    form 


<    comes   From 
>   gives 


[q] 

[«] 

[«:J 

[ai] 

[au] 

[e] 
[e:] 

[e] 

[ei] 

[I] 

m 

[luj 
[o] 
[o:] 

[00] 

[u] 

m 

[y] 

[0] 

M 
{£] 

w 


like 

o  in 

nol,  fodder 

" 

a    " 

falher 

// 

a 

hai 

the  above  sound  prolonged 

like 

i  in 

ice 

" 

ou 

house 

'/ 

e 

sei 

// 

ai 

fair 

" 

a 

fale 

// 

ale 

a 

" 

i 

sit 

// 

e 

be 

" 

u 

mute 

" 

o 

vocation    ■ 

>/ 

o 

note 

'/ 

a 

go 

// 

u 

pull 
pool 

oo 

// 

u 

G.  muss  en 

// 

uh" 

G.   kUhn 

" 

a 

Cuba 

'/ 

au 

audacious 

" 

aw  " 

awe 

" 

1 

birch 

" 

u 

buf 

\Ee  [e]     as  in  L  ferb  (to  bear)  (^ 

4 — e  from  /  before  a,e,  oro  in  next  syllable,  OEwer<wiros(man}  cp.  L  vir 
before  nosalf  cons. ^  I  lE^^entas(cp.Lventus)>  Goth.  i^mdsCwind) 
,  r     before  iorj in  next  sillable^  .  ^^^^^^.^  ^^^   .^^.^.^^ 


P  G  [6]  OS  in  ON  bera  (to  bear),  in  Qoth.  >  /,  '&an  (to  eat)  cp.  L  edo.  If  folio  wed  by 

4^  h.tvor  r,  i  >  e (written  oij  cp.  bafranS,  OE  berai 

WG  [e]  OS  in  OS  beran  &  OHG  beran  (to  bear) 

\ 


before  a  nasal 


■*■  /,  OEniman  (totakej  cp.  OHG  neman 

OE   [£.]     beran  (to  bear) 

breaking  ^  ^^  *erpe>  eorpe  (eartli).ln /E&l3cc.in  the  West,eomonoph- 


6c. 


lie. 


thonqizedd,  rounded  (written  o,eo,u^uy&c).  In  ^eE,eo>e  v 
after  palatal  9^c,sc(WSoniyj^j^^^^^^^  ^^^  ,f^ fan  >W5yiefan(to  give) 


-  e  from  I  umlaut  of  CB  ,  bedd<  baedi  <  bod/  (bed) 
-e  from  i-umlaut  of  o  ,  dehter<dohM(daugtiter) 
y.0,O- umlaut  (rare  in  IVSI^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 


before  w 


■>  eo ,  stremrede>  s/reowede  (he  strewed).  L  ater,  eo>e- 
at  end  of  monosyllabic  words^  ^^^  /7e>/re  [hel,we>we,eAc, 


betdre_<j_[lheg>il^^     OE  ^eg >  ME  wei  (way) 


before  ld,mb,rdrKrn^  -  ^^^    reld>  NE  feld (field) 


e  from  e  ^^orae  ^^-t-Z or 3 consonants  ,except  those  above; 
kephe  <  cepte  (he  kept);  fedde<OE/dedde  (/ed) 

ME  [e]    beren  (to bear) ^  helpen  (to  help) 

open  syllables.,  g  ^^  bere>b§re(fobeai),  mete  >  met  (meat) 
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e  from  eo  above 


before  nasaUgorjL,  /  o£ streng>  strinq 
rte-^dort  ;    ,  .p  ^^^^:i  .  A/^ ^^;wwto 


*/  MEqredil  >  NE  griddle 

before  r^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^ 


-e  from  many  shortened  ^^'s  bread< bred ^ deaf. threat,  etc. 
NE  [t]    help    This  sound  is  frequently  spelled  ea,tiea/th,  breast,  etc. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  Angli a  (Northumbrian  Mercio) 

c.       century 

cp.     compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        (jerman 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Goth.     Gothic 

IE      Indo-European 

Kent.     Kenhsh 

L        Latin 

LWS  Late  l^est  5axon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE    Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Sa/ion 

PG     Proto- Germanic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West   Saxon 

SIGNS      *    conjectured    form 
<    comes   From 
>   aives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a]  like  o  in  nol,  fodder 

[a:]  "  a   "  falher 

[ae]  ''  a  "  hat 

\<st  :J      Ilie  a  bo  ve  sound  prolonged 

[ai]  like  i  In  ice 

[au]  "  ou  "  house 

[6]  ;^  e  "^  sef 

[eO  ''  ai  "  fair 

[C]  "  a  "  faie 

[cO  "  a    "  ale 

[I]  "  i    "  sil 

[lO  ^^  e  ^^  be 

[lOj  "  u    "  mute 

fol  "  o    "  vocation 

[o:]  o  note 

[ooj  o  go 

[u]  ;^  u   "^  pull 

[u:]  "  oo "  pool 

[y]  „  ^  „     •  "^^ss^^ 

fvi  "  uh  "  G.   kuhn 

|>]  ^^  a   ^^  Cuba 

b]  "  au  "  audacious 

p:J  aw  awe 

'$\  "  i    "  birch 

FT  "  "LI 

aJ  u  but 


lEafaj    asinLager(acre)       \^o\o]asinLhostis    \^[9]pdtjr    @ 


1 


J.      (j5franger)         ^    {father) 


PG    [d]    as  in  Qoth.    akrs  &.ON  akr  (acre) 

— ^^fof'^  nasal i-h  >  ^  ^ ,  -  *-      .  r  ^u  c-l.       u     ^  u\ 

"  P6  ranhanany  Ooth.  rohan  (to  catch) 

WG   [aj    asin  OSakkar  &Oheackar(acre) 

■i-nasal+f,s^Q,^.^j^ /oj5  ofna5al:>OE^^  bjfer  (other)  cp.  Ooth.  ctnpar 


in  open  syllables  t  oral  cons.  i-a,o,u,w  ^  ^  ,„  OEbapu  (loafhsjcp.  txp 
before  nasai ^  ^^^    „af,„>monn      '^^^^I^n^ea^apu 

After  9  c.  in  Iviercia  only >i 

OE  [(^J    aacer  (acre),  gxst(cfuest),faBder  (father) 

breakinc)^^  *hatdan>haeldan  >  healdan  (fa  hold).  Note  tp.  sing. 
I  pret  of M verbs,  healp.Anq.aa-i-hcon.>ei>a in hdldan 
U  [ae]  l\/lany  later  texts  do  not  distinguish  between  at.ea^ 


6c. 


lie. 


y^  /•- Wa^  (\N5  only)^ ieyealljan  >  WS  fielhn  (to  fell) 
I  X  in  9c.WS^yori 

otterg,c,sc^ ^Q^y^Sonly),  L  castra,0£ cxster,  WS  ceaster (camp) 


i- umlaut 


^e  [t]  *badi  *basdi  >  bedd(bed) 


inKent&partofl^ercia^^  j-^^  ^^^  ^^^^j^^  H^orA/or/A.  dmg 


<—ae  from  3e  \e^  6.  ea+  2  or  J  consonants,  6/xddre  <hlaeddre  (bladder) 

chapman  <ceapman  ^merchant) 
■a  from  Q  [a:j  1 2  or 5  consonank^haflow  <  halqian  (to  hallow) 


before  q,theq>i  OEdaeq  >  dai 

ME  [a]    bath,  apple  ~l 
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t^Eal 


Jno2en_sy!!ab!eL,  fa:]  bafh,'on>  both^ 


OE  e-f-g ,  we<j(way) 

f^£e(i),v^i 
> 


<T—a  from  manye  tr's  stor<t^E sterre 


before  I  f  cons  or  I  final 


after  w 


before  rt  cons- 


t/IE warm 


before  sf,  or  th 


»[a:]  hard 


-^au  ,smoul 


bafhsbat&c 

In  Britain 


father 


NE  [«]    ^^>\^inhat       W'^\hard      NE  [o:]^/??^//,   t<Z\z^batheyfav,day 
Q.>^:\in  bath  warm  ^      ^ 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AnqliafNorthumbria.Mercia) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        Oerman 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Goih.     Qottiic 

IE      Indo-European 

Kent.     Kentish 

L        L  a  tin 

LWS  Late  l^est  5axon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON    Old  Norse 

OS     Old  6 a /.on 

P6     Proto  -  Qerm  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

^S     West    Saxon 


otpMc      *    conjectured    form 
<    comes   From 
>   aives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a] 

[a-] 

[»] 

[«:J 

Lai] 

[au] 

[e] 

[e:] 

[e] 

[ei] 

[I] 

LiO 

[luj 

[0] 

[o:] 
[ou] 
[u] 
[u:] 

[y] 

[y:] 

[3] 

[^] 
W 


like 

o  in 

nol,  fodder 

" 

a   " 

father 

" 

a 

hat 

the  above  sound  prolonged 

like 

i  in 

ice 

" 

ou 

house 

'/ 

e 

sei 

// 

ai 

fair 

" 

a 

fale 

// 

// 

ale 

a 

// 

// 

sit 

1 

// 

e 

be 

// 

// 

mute 

u 

// 

o 

vocation 

o 

note 

o 

go 

u 

pull 
pool 
G,  mUssen 

// 

oo 

u 

// 

uh" 

G.   kuhn 

'/ 

a 

Cuba 

// 

au 

audacious 

" 

aw  " 

awe 

" 

1 

birch 

// 

u 

bui 

u\u\   *kun-asin  Gk.kun6s(qen.doq)     \^^tm;(\,r\*plno~(ful/j>pqth.    MJ 
■-  ^ ^  ■'         1.  <•  "    '  '    ' "  fulls      ^-^ 


before  nasahh  ^  -^  *yunhfSk  >  O^^uhfe  (seemed) 
before  a,e,  oro  ,n  next  syllable,^  p^  ^^j  otdohfer  (dauqhhr) 
.  _     cp.  Ok.  fhugafer.  oee  (f) 


before  nosa/f  cons. 
or  i,u  in  next  syllable 

.4' 


Note  fox(<fuxa)&  fy^en  (<fux.in) 


PG     [u]     as  in  ON  hundr  d  Qoth.  hands  (dog) .  Qpth.  u  if  followed  by  h,hj. 
I  or  r  >  o,  written    au,  Qoth. dauhtar (daughter) 

WG    [yj    as  in  05  hand  &  OHO  hunt  (dog) 

-u  from    PO  o-^  nasal    OE  huni(^  cp.OHO  hona<^  (honey) 

I — a  from  PO  labial  +0  +  1     OE  full<*foll<  *pulno-(full) 

before  nasal  +  f.s.li_^  -  ^-^  \unys  >  OEcu}^  (known) 


OE     [u]    hand  (dog) 


6C. 


lie. 


i -umlaut 


■>  ^fulljan  >  OEfyllan  (fo  fill).  In  Kent  &5uffolk  y>e  in  late  OE. 
North.y>i  in  late  OE.  London  y>i  in  Mc.  NE knelUK.cneilan 

before    ld,mh,nd^    -  [-y.^  ^^^^,  hand  (dog) 


-  u  <0  +  2or3  consonants,  except  those  above:  hussy  <huswif<huswlf 

ME  u  [u]    sun^  (sun)  for  greater  legibility  this  sound  was  often  written  o 
-u  from  y  near  an  affricate  ,  blush  <  OE biyscan 

in  open  syllables   in  a  few  words ^  ^^^  OE  wudu>l^Ewdde(wood) 

Related  i/vords  with  o  have  in- 
fluen  ced  later  development  of 
these  o's 
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between    labials  and  I 


-*  u   remains,  Full 


u  from   0  in  a  few  words:  MEhufen<0£ 

buran  (but) 

before  final  r  or  r+  cons. 


[3]  purse 


NE       [a]    usually  s^ritten   u  or  o:  sunjove^but  NE  u  [u]  ft/// 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AnqliafNorthumbria.Mercio) 

c.       century 

cp.     compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        German 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Gofh.     Gothic 

IE      Indo-European 

Kent     Kentish 

L        Latin 

LWS  Late  West  Saxon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Sa/ion 

PG     Proto  -  Germ  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


SIGNS 


conjectured    form 


<    comes   from 
>   gives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a] 

[a:] 

[«] 

[«:J 

[ai] 

[au] 

[e] 
[e:] 
[e] 

[CI] 

[I] 

LiO 

[luj 

[o] 

[o:] 

[ou] 

[u] 

m 

[y] 
ry:] 
&\ 

[oJ 

[3:J 

[Aj 


like 

o  in 

nol,  fodder 

" 

a   " 

father 

" 

a 

hat 

the  above  sound  prolonged 

like 

i  in 

ice 

'/ 

/f 

ou 

house 

'/ 

e 

sel 

// 

ai 

fair 

" 

a 

fale 

" 

a 

ale 

// 

// 

sit 

1 

'/ 

e 

be 

// 

u 

mute 

" 

o 

vocation 

// 

// 

note 

o 

o 

go 

u 

pull 
pool 
G.  miissen 

// 

oo 
u 

// 

uh'' 

6.   kijhn 

// 

a 

Cuba 

// 

au 

audacious 

" 

aw  " 

awe 

" 

/ 

birch 

" 

u 

but 

IE  u[u'\    OS  in  Ok.  fhu^af'er  fdouqhl-er)  ^) 

before    nasal -h  cons,  or  /.</  in  neyt syllable  ^  remained  [u] 

OEhund<  ^kun- 


before  a,e,o  in  next  syllable  3ee   0 


PGo[3]     OS  in  ON  o*dohter>d6tt'firCdauqhterJ.  Jn    Oath.  o,(writlen  au 
if  folio  wed  by  h,  hr  or  r:  douhtor  fdaughler)  ; 
otherwise   PQ  o  >  Ooth.  u,  cphu/pansdOfqeho/- 
pen  (helped).       Note  itiaf  '£  u  v^os  sole  source 
of  PQ  o,l£ o  havincj  become  POa.  See  0 

WG    [o]    as  in   03  dohter  &  OHO  /-ohf-er  (daughter; 

before  a  nosaf  ^  ^  OE  huni^   cp  0H6  hona<j  (honeyj 


labial  tot  I      ,   ^   PO'folf  >  05  full 


OEo[d]     dohtor (daughter),  pott  (pot) 


6C. 


lie. 


'7nT^^  L'rTnT'  >  ^  W  'dohtri(dahVeJ>  dehter.  This  is  not 


(not  in  North.]  real  umlaut,  forPOo  existed  'only  when 

a,o  ore  followed.  These e's  came ^ from 
levelling &analogy.  DohVe  'duhtr'i >*dyhfer. 
*dohtri  was  levelled  <  nom.  dohtor 

(r-  o  from   a  /•  nasal ,  monn  <  monn  (man).  After  3  c .  in  Merc/a  only. 
before  ldmb,nd,rd^-  ^^^j  ^^^^^  hord (hoard) 


1250 


0<0-hZor3 consonants , excepi  those  oboi/e  ■■  softe <sdFte  (soft) 

MEo [o]    oxe (ox) ,  pot  UE\Q\i'\<Ofo+g or  f-t- bock 

„  ^ ,  vowel,  so  we  <saqu 

in  open  syllables^  q  j-^.j   ^^(^  (saw);houk<ha\fok 

hopa>ti6pe  (hawk) 

-<Qtl  +  cons,  or  I  final, 
small 

—<a  after  w,  warm 


before  ng^  ^  ^^,-^  lonq>  lon<j 


o±r 


^  5  [o:]  north  >n5rfh 


.NK- 


NEo[a]    ox,poh6.c.t/ote  use  of  NE  [d:1    hawksaw.warm 

\p-\inQt  Britain. \p\^5-\\^oi\ 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AnqliafNorthumbria.Mercio) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G       German 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Gofh.     Gothic 

IE      Indo-European 

Kent     Kentish 

L        Latin 

LWS  Late  i^est  Saxon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Saxon 

PG     Proto  -  Germ  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


oipMc      *    conjectured    Form 
<    comes   From 
>   aives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[«] 
[«:J 
[ai] 
[au] 

[t] 

[C:] 

[e] 

[CI] 

[I] 
liO 

[lOj 
[0] 

[o:] 

[00] 
[0] 

[u:] 

[y] 
ryj 

[^] 

[o:J 
\^\ 


like 

o  in 

not.  Fodder 

" 

a   " 

Father 

" 

a 

hat 

Ihe  above  sound  prolonged 

like 

i  in 

ice 

" 

ou 

house 

'/ 

e 

set 

f/ 

ai 

Fair 

// 

a 

Fale 

" 

a 

ale 

" 

i 

sit 

// 

e 

be 

// 

u 

mute 

" 

o 

vocation 

'/ 

o 

note 

// 

// 

o 

go 

// 

u 

pull 

// 

oo 

pool 

// 

u 

G.  miissen 

'/ 

uh" 

G.   kOhn 

'/ 

a 

Cuba 

'/ 

au 

audacious 

" 

aw 

awe 

'^ 

/ 

birch 

'/ 

u 

but 

IE     [ao]    as  in  L  au^eo  (I  increase)       \E.\p\i\*r6udhos  (red)  (g^ 

PG  rou]    ^5  in  Ooth.  aukan  (to  add)  &  ON  rauSr  (red) 

1 

WG  [a  u]    05  6,  ok/an  (fo  addjd  OtiO  ou,  o,  ouhhon  (fo  add); rot  (red) 

OE  [era]   eacion(toadd);read(redJ.lnNortli.  eo ( later  e\b^ was  Fre- 
ea  quently   used   for  ea .  Kent  used  ya,i'a 

-  ea  from  PO  ek.  before  h  ,  neah  <*nieh  (near) 
-ea  from  WQx  after  c,<j ,sc     W5 gear <*<jxr (year) 
i-umlaut     in  W5  ^  j^  (/atery,  T)  *hearjan>W5 hJeran (to  hear) 
\in  non  W5 ^  -  ^^.^    *tiearjan>  Ang.  heron(to  hear) 
ir-ea  from  ea  before  /d,mb,nd,rdyrl,rn.  beard* beard 
-^■f- 2 or 3 consonants, those  above  excepted -^ a, ceapmon^ chapman 
-^before  c,  y,  h  or  after  c,^,5C  (WS  on/yj^e ,  heah>LW.5heh(high) 

-^before  ¥V ^t/IE  eu ,    deaw >  MEdeu(dew) 

(r-  e  from  Otee  the  result  of  i-umlaut  ofa^deel<  d^l (deal) See  (s) 

ME  [£:]    eke,  red      This  sound  was  frequently    written     ee 
(^-e  from   OEak,    ME heeth < OE tiik'lf( heath) .  See  (^ 

1250     ^ — €  <3.  eo  in  open  syllables:  mete  <rnete (meal); rmd€<OE meodu 

(mead) 

before  r  ^  ^^  ^^.^^    beren>bear 


6c. 


lie 


before  pent  cons,  in  some  words  ^  ^  ^^^  ^^^-^,  ^^  ^^^^^ 


\z\^e  from  tVlE\^(\  meed<OE med.  See  (^ 

r  i:l    in  16  c. 

i 

NE  [i:]    eke,  meat,  deep.  The  spelling  is  usually  ea  if  the  word 
comes  from  NfE\e,:'\^ee    if  it  comes  from  ME\z'J\ 


k 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AngliafNorthumbria^Merdo) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        Oerman 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Cofh.     Qottiic 

IE      Indo  -European 

Kent     Kentish 

L       Latin 

LWS  Late  West  5axon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Saxon 

PG     Proto  -  Oerm  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


qipi^q      *    conjectured    form 
<    comes   From 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a]  like  o  in  not,  fodder 

[a:]  "  a   "  father 

[»]  "  a  "  hat 

[« :J  the  above  sound  prolonged 

[ai]  like    i  in  ice 

[au]  "  ou  "  house 

[t]  ;^'  e  "^  set 

[£••]  "  ai  "  fair 

[e]  '\^  a  ^^  fate 

[ei]  "  a    "  ale 

[l]  "  i    "  sit 

LlO  ^^  e  be 

[luj  "  u    "  mute 

[ol  "  o    "  vocation 

To:]  o  note 

[00]  o  go 

[u]  ^^  u   ^^  pull 

[u:]  "  oo "  pool 

[y]  ''^  u   "^  G.  wiissen 

rvi  '  iJh  "  G.   kijhn 

[a]  ^^  a  Cuba 

b]  "  au  "  audacious 

[o:J  aw  awe 

[3"]  "  /    "  birch 

[aJ  "  u    "  but 


>    ^ 


ives 


IE      [eu]    asin  Gk.  aeuddg/vea  taste  of) 


© 


before    ij^oru  .  ^^^r.  n       -    ^  ^    -  .     .,    , 

-' !— ^'//  .  )-  ►PC3[iuJ  asm  Oath,  kiusi^  (tie  chooses) 


in  next    syllable 
PG  [euj  *k€usan  (to  choose) 

■  ON  Jo    k/osa  (to  choose) 

>  OtIG  io  ki'ossn  (to  choose) 

>  05  io  kiosan   (to  choose) 

OE  [e:o]  ceosan  (to  choose) 
In  North.  eo>ea:_  in 
Kent  &  Mercia  eo>To 

-<  To  from  breaking  of  T. 
05J*eon  <  yjhon 


lie. 


i — <eo  before  /cl,mb,ncl,rg, 
rh  rn  :eorl<eorl(eari) 

k — <eo  +  h,l,or  r+  Yowel 
seon<seohan  (to see) 

-f-2or3  cons.        ,  ..^^ 

except  those  above'  60>NlEe 
}>eofl»  NEthen 
before  ^.^^ju^treoy^e* 
treue  (true) 


■Ott(j  io    kit/sit  (he  chooses) 
■ON  y      kyss  (he  chooses) 
•OS    iu     kiusid  (he  chooses) 


OE[i:o]  "kTosijf  (he  chooses) 

/To  from T broken  before  h,ht. 
'^      //'oh  <PC7  "///}  (/endthaaj;  dot 
r  d/cf  not  break  in  Ang.,  where 
/fh  remained 

-i^^re  *^^>^^^^_^ 

in  Norfh.^  j-^  remains.  Cp.  North. 
"^Tostro  (darknessjmfti 
tS^erc/an   J>eostru 


[c:o]  ceoseP  (he  chooses) 
— [e:]  from  lEi/.See  (n) 


ME  [e:J    deep (<0E deop) ,meecf(<Of med) 

^e  from  i  in  open   syllabfes    befet<0£'  i>iM (beetle) 


1250 


before  r  fins/  or  n-t^owe/  ^  ^^  j-j.^j    here,yean&c 


f-[e:]  from   OEik  [e:],/7«^  d  OEe  [€;a],e/fe    See  @  © 

NE    [i:]   meed,  he, c/eep, heath  &.C.     \z\]>[\:]  after  t4E[\\\  had  diph- 
thongized to\ci\].  See  (9).    N5[k]  is  usually  spel/ed  ea   if 
the  origin  is  Ot  is   ,   ee    if  the  origin  is  [e;] 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AngliafNorthumbha,Mercia) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        German 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Goth.     Qottiic 

IE      Indo-European 

Kent.     Kentish 

L        L  a  tin 

LWS  Late  West  Saxon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Saxon 

PG     Proto  -  Germ  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


qipKic      *    conjectured    form 
<    comes   From 
>   aives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a]  like  o  In  nol,  fodder 

[a:]  "  a   "  father 

[«]  "  a  "  hat 

[« :J  ll^e  above  sound  prolonged 

[ai]  like  i  in  ice 

[ao]  "  ou  "  house 

[e]  I  e  l  sef 

[e:]  ■"  ai  "  fair 

[c]  "  a  '^^  fale 

[ei]  "  a    "  ale 

[I]  "  i    "  sit 

Li:]  ;;  e  ;;  be 

[luj  "  u    "  mute 

[o]  "  o    "  vocation 

fo:]  "  o   "  note 

[OU]  o  go 

[u]  ^^  u   ^^  pull 

[u:]  ""  oo"  pool 

[y]  „  ^  „     •  ^^^^^^ 

rvi  "  uh  "  G.   kiihn 

[a]  ^  a  Cuba 

fo]  "  au  "  audacious 

[o:]  aw  awe 

[3-]  ;;  /    "  birch 

[a]  "  u    "  but 


IE     [aij     OS /n  Ok.  a/Hid  {/ burn)             \E\o\\  O koine  f one-spot         (§) 
L . ^  on  dice  J  ^^ 

PG    [di]    aid  (funeral pyre)  :    Qoth.atns(one) 
|— >  ON  ei  ,  einn  (one) 

WG  [ai]->a5"e,   en  (one) 

OMuei,   ein  (one) 

O  from  some  kvords  wlfh   A/ [t^J   before  /iquidj^biatorpa/atsl-i- 

back  vowel    sfSpof  <  sfatpoi  fs/eepjr) 
OE   [a:]    cid  (funeral pyre)  ,  ah  (one)    Prefer/fe  s/n^.  ofO£  I  strong  t/erbs 
came  from  PO  at   ;  cp.  0£  65/-,  stS<j  mth  Ooth.  baif"  (he  b/tj, 

^tsiq   (tie  ascended) 

i-umhut  ^  ^  jgg  ya/t>dx/  (deal).  In  Kent  this  sound  was  [c:] 

a  from    finai  a  in  monosyllables      Of  sv/a  cp.  Ooth.  ^wa  (so) 
■a  from  a  before  /d,nd,mb,rd,rt,rn     aid < aid  (a/dj 

betore  2  or}  consonants  ^except  those  aboi/e  ^  ^  fy^lqi^n  >  hallotv 


6C. 


<r-  a  from  An^.  a+h  cons,  haldan  <  tta/dan  (fotiold) .  Southern  Of  had 

ae.  for  this  a. 

^S9L — ^  A//f  [ou]  Ofcnawan>knowen(foknoi/^;a^an>  ouve 


ME    [o^     5 Id,  one  ^'^>^^  in  tZc.  ei/eryi^^here  except  in  A/orth.^where    3 

remained 


1250 


-  O     from   o  in  open  syllables       hope  <  Of  hopa 
before  r  ^  ^^       q^  *^g^^  ^  j^^  ^^^^  ^  ^f  hoarse 

[o:J     frequently    wrttfen  oa        tVf  /oaf,  moan,  <Src. 


1 


NE   [ouj  hope^oldjoaf^&c.  Diptithonqizotion   took  place  in 

17-16  cc.  In  some  words  it  is  less  noticeable  (stone)  than 
in  others  (old) 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AngliafNorthumbria.Mercia) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        German 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Goth.     Gothic 

IE      Indo-European 

Kent.     Kentish 

L        L  a  tin 

LWS  Late  West  5axon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON    Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Saxon 

PG     Proto  -  Germ  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


SICNS      *    conjectured    form 
<    comes   From 
>   a  Ives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a]  like  a  in  nol,  fodder 

[a:]  ''  a   "  falher 

[«]  ''  a  "  hat 

[« :J  llie  above  sound  prolonged 

[ai]  like  i  in  ice 

[au]  "  ou  "  house 

[6]  ;^'  e  "^  sei 

[e-.]  "  ai  "  fair 

[e]  "  a  ;  faie 

[Cl]  "  a    "  ale 

l]  /  Sit 

LlO  ^^  e  be 

[lUj  "  u    "  mule 

[ol  "  o    "  vocation 

[0.1  o  note 

[00]  o  go 

[U]  '^  u    "^  pull 

[u:]  "  oo "  pool 

[y]  ,/  ^  „          muss  en 

rvi  "  uh  "  G.   kUhn 

[a]  ^^  a  Cuba 

[o]  '  au  "  audacious 

[o:J  "  aw "  awe 

]^\  ;;  /    "^  birch 

[aJ  "  u    "  but 


IE       [i:]    as  in  LsuJnus  (swinish)  \E^\\  as  in  Qk.  sfeicho  (/ go)      (9) 

4r  ' 


■TFrom  i  nasali^h.  PQ  ^fhan< pinhanao<J>enhonanffo  f-hrD/e) 
PG     [i:]   asinOof-h^v^(v\/ritfenei),swein(5^0Nsvin  (swine) 

i 

WG    [i:]    asin  OHQ^win  &  05^wTn  (swine) 

^1  from  i+nosa/t  ^s,  or  h,  with  loss  of  nasal.  OEfiFcp.  Ooth. 
'  fimf(five) 

OE    [i:]    SwTn  (swine),  stJqan  (to  ascend) 

breaking  before  h^-^  j^*,j^i.^  /^^^f.  IIoht(//ghO  In  9c. ^[i:] 

\'w52nM^''f'  ciosi}»ciesJ»  (chooses) 


6C. 


lie. 


I      in  9c 


-T  frc 


unncyunded y  (Khumlauf'  of  D)  cnTs  <mys  (mice) 
fnHent  'ScSufroJk  y  >  [e:] 


•/  from  i  ory  before  /d, mb,nd,rd,rn,rl     ffndan < findan 

(fa  find) 
i-2or3  consonants,  except Ihose  obo^e^ .  .  yr^y/^^  fjff^  ifur^f^j 


i  from  i  ory  before  a     bn'de/  <  Of  br/^de/  (br/d/e) 


i  +  v^ 


-^  MEeu,iu 


ME  [i:l  s*y/'n  (swine)  Often  written  y 
when  near  <3  nasal-  (Chaucer 
has  nyne   (n/ne) 

-  T  from  Of  eo    f/y  <fteooe(f/yJ 

^  /  from    Of  eah  or  eaq_ 

ME"  ye    <  Of  eaoe(eye) 
■  i  fr<pm  Ofetr     briar  <  brer 

NE  [ai]    written 


written  1,  te,&y,svtfine,die^  Fly. 

.  :]>[M]>[ei]>[aij  in  IJc. (?) .  farfy  Fr 

loans  have  [ai],  advice-,  later 

ones  have\\'.\  machine  NE[iuj  c/en^  NE[u:]  A/eiy 


^eu,iu  <  Ot  eaw- 

Mf  deu  <  deaiY  (dew) 

<r-  eu,  iu  <  OE  eo  iv- 

Mf  bleu  <  hleow(blew) 

f-[y:j  usually  written  U; 
many  French  words 
enter  here 

after r,z,ch&  I 


\ 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AnqliafNorthumbria.Mercia) 

c.       cenfury 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G       Qerman 

Gk.     Greek  (includinq  Doric  dialect) 

Goth.     Gothic 

IE      Indo  -European 

Kent.     Kentish 

L        L  a  tin 

LWS  Late  West  Saxon 

ME    lyiiddle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

Nortt).  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Sa/^on 

PG     Proto  -  Germ  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


SIGNS      *    conjectured    form 
<    comes   From 
>   aives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a]  like  a  in  nol,  fodder 

[a:]  ''  a   "  faiher 

[«]  "  a  "  hat 

[« :J  i'he  above  sound  prolonge 

[ai]  like    i  in  ice 

[au]  "  ou  "  house 

[e]  ;^  e  "^  sef 

[£■•]  "  ai  "  fair 

[e]  "  a  "  faie 

[ei]  "  a    "  ale 

[I]  "  i    "  sif 

Li:]  ^^  e  be 

[luj  "  u    "  mute 

[ol  "  o    "  vocation 

[o:]  o  note 

[OU]  o  go 

[U]  '^  u    "^  pull 

[u:]  "  oo '"  pool 

fy]  //  ^  //     •  ^^^^^^ 

rvi  "  uh  "  G.   kUhn 

[^]  ^^  a  Cuba 

[o]  ''  au  "  audacious 

[o:J  "  aw "  awe 

[S-J  '[^  i    "^  birch 

[a]  "  u    "  but 


IE    ^[£:]    OS  in  Gk.  men(mon/-hJ.  Some  /-e^fs  lobe/  i-his  sound  e^or  §         Qn) 
4.  ond  co// if-  open  or  slack   e. 

P(j3k\_f^or\€e^\\See  commenf  on  OfShe/ow 

^Ootii.  [e:]  mena  (moon) ,  ei'um  five  af-eicp.L  edimus.  7hi5\t-\  and 
PQ  [e:j  fell  together  in  Qoth.     See  Qj) 

=>0A/  a  ^  mane  (moon);  atum  (we  ate) 
WG   [a:]    as  in   05  mono,  atun  d,  OHG  mono  (moon)  j  ozum  (we  ate) 
-i  a //quid,  labial  or palaloli-  back  vowel  ^  ^^^-  ^slikpohslapol 


before  anasa/  ^^^  *maknof*>Ofmona}*fmonth/^^^^-^^ 


DE    [£'•]  or[d£:J  akton(we  a/e),sak  (sea).  The  pronunciation  of  OfS  \_e.']/s 
~  open  to  question.  Many  authorities  prefer  a  lower  (more 

open)  sound  /ike  the  [ae]  of''hat"or'/iarry"pro/onged  [de:J 

breaking      before  h  in  W5  ^  -^   *^^^  ^  ^ -^^  ^^^^^^ 


6C. 


lie. 


in  Anq.  &  Kenf    ^    ^^.j  i^^^  f^^  ^te) 


WS  after  pa/afa/    Q,c,orsc    -_    *  --      -       >a,c-, 
f^ ^^ — '- ^  eo ,  qair>gear  WS(year) 


i'um/auf    -   *  - 
*  ' -^ *ie,ceasf>ciese 

-  ak  <  i-umlaut  of  5,  d£/<dafi  (deaf)  (cheese) 

- «  <  ae  ■/■  y  y-  cons  ,  sikde  K^at^de  (he  said) 

before  2  or  3  consonants     ^  ^  ^^  ^^  OE  blikddre> bladder 

OE  l^dde>  ledde  (ted) 

\/l E    \v\    heeth  (heath),  dee/ (dea/), see  (sea),  [e:]  was  usually  written  ee . 
I       The  raising  of  Aff[ei}>[e:~\  is  given  in  full  on(^ 

V —  e  from  ME  [e:] ,  meed<  OE  med.  See  0 
[e:] 

i 

[i:J     in  16  c. 

JE     [i:J    heath,  sea,S,c.  The  spell/ng  /s  usually  ea  if  the  word  comes  from 
/W/f  [e:] ,  ee  if  it  comes  from  ME  [e:] ,  meed.  See  0 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AngliafNorthumbha,MerciQ) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G       Oerman 

Gk.     Greek  (includinq  Doric  dialect) 

Goih.     Gothic 

IE      Indo  -European 

Kent     Kentish 

L        Latin 

LWS  Late  West  Saxon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  Oerman 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  6a/~on 

PG     Proto  -  Oerm  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


SIGNS 


conjectured    form 


<    comes   from 
>   gives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[q] 

[a:] 

[«] 

[«:J 

Lai] 

[ao] 

[6] 

[e:] 

[e] 

[ei] 

[I] 

JO 

[luj 

[o] 

[o:] 

[ou] 

[u] 

[u:] 

[y] 

[y:l 
La] 

t>J 
M 
{^] 
W 


like 

o  in 

nol,  fodder 

" 

a   " 

falher 

" 

a 

hat 

the  above  sound  prolonge 

like 

i  in 

ice 

"' 

ou 

house 

'/ 

e 

sef 

// 

ai 

fair 

" 

a 

fale 

" 

a 

ale 

" 

i    "^ 

sif 

f/ 

e 

be 

// 

// 

mute 

u 

" 

a 

vocation 

'/ 

// 

note 

o 

'/ 

// 

o 

go 

u 

pull 
pool 
G.  muss  en 

// 

oo 

u 

// 

uh'' 

G.   kuhn 

// 

a 

Cuba 

'/ 

au 

audacious 

// 

aw 

awe 

" 

1 

birch 

" 

u 

buf 

IE     \z'.^.*meizdha  (meed)  (y) 

PG  [c:]  as  in  ON  her(here)&  Ooth.  her (herej. Little  is  known  about 
the  origins  of  thjs  lonq,  close  (or  tense)\^\\.  In  some  texts  it  is 
written    Core 


WG    fe:J  as  in     OHOmeta  (meedj,her  (here)  (S^  In  05  meda.her 


! 

OE     [e:]   med  (meed) ,  her  (here) 


6C. 


k — e  from  i-um/aut  of  o   fet <*fdh'.z  (feef) 

-e  from  ear/y  non-WS  ae  \e^   stret  <strakt (street)  cp.WSstraet 
^ —  e  from   [£]  at"  ihe  end  of  monosyllabic   v\rords     he  <  he 

-  e  from  e  before  /d,  m6,  rd,  rl,  rn      feld<  feid  (f/eldj 

before  Z  or3  consonants ,  except  those  above         r,-!  ^gnfs  skeofe 

(he  kept) 
before  <^or  h ,theg  >t  ^  ^j    ^^^. y^^  ^^^^  /^^ ^^^-  ^^^^^j 


[e:]  from  OEeo  &.To  <  lEeu.    See  0 


ME    [e:]  meed, here  ,he  ,  feefd  (field) ,  deep,&c. 


1250 


<^- e  from  i  in  open    syl/ables     bete/ <  Of  h/tu/ (beetle) 
^^^"•^  ^  >  NE\\',9\  here, year 


e  from  \y\,heafh  <  MEheeth    See  0 

NE   [i:j  meed,  he,  deep,  beetle,  heath,  &.c.  The  spelling  is  usually 
ea  if  the  word  comes  from Nt\v\yee  ir it   comes   from 
A^^[e:].  The  change  [e;]>[i:]  took  place  after\(\\\  had  star- 
ted to  diphthongize 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AngliafNorthumbria,Mercia) 

c.       century 

cp.     compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        Oerman 

Gk.     Greek  (includinq  Doric  dialect) 

Goth.     Gothic 

IE      Indo-European 

Kent.     Kentish 

L        L  a  tin 

LWS  Late  West  Saxon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  Oerman 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  Oerman 

ON     Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Saxon 

PG      Proto  -  Oerm  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 

qipKic      *    conjectured    Form 
<    comes   From 
>   aives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a]  like  o  in  not,  fodder 

[a:]  "  a  "  father 

[«]  "  a  "  hat 

[«:J  the  above  sound  prolonged 

[ai]  like  /  m  ice 

[au]  "  ou  "  house 

[6]  ;^  e  "^  set 

[e:]  "  ai  "  fair 

[e]  "  a  ;  faie 

[Cl]  "  a    "  ale 

[I]  "  i    "  sit 

[i:]  "  e  "  be 

[lUj  u  mute 

[o]  "  o    "  vocation 

[o:]  '  o   "  note 

[00]  '"  o  "  go 

[U]  '^  u    ^^  pull 

[u:]  "  oo "  pool 

[y]  //  '■'  „  •  ^^•^•^^^ 

rvi  '^  uh  "  G.   kUhn 

La]  ^  a  Cuba 

fo]  "  au  "  audacious 

[o:]  aw  awe 

[S-J  ;;  /    ;;  birch 

[aJ  "  u    "  but 


IE  o[o:J    asin  Qk.pos  (foot)         IE  aja^asin  L  mater  (mother)  (j^ 

PG    [o:]    as  in   Goth,  fotus  (foot)  &  ON  fotr  ffoof)  ,  mdyir (mol-her) 

1 

WG  [o:]   Qsin  05  fdt(foot),modar (mother) 

>  OtiQuo,  muoter(mott)er);fuoz(foot)>NHQ  O.Fuss 
\i-umlauf-^  ^^Q  -^  ^  ^^Q   -   /=aJ5e  (feet) 

-d<PGa  (<IEa+nasahh),  OEfon  cp.  Ooth.  fahan  ffocatctij 

-d<WQa-h  nasal,  OEmdnaj*  cp.  OH(j  man  of  (month) 

-6  <  WO  a-tnasal-i-s,f^orl>  ,  OEjos  cp.  OHO  ^ans  (choose) 

OE   [o:]    f6f(foof-),moclor  (mottierj.f^n  (fo  catch) 

i-umlauf-  ^  |-g.j  pQ  *f^^f^  ^  OEret(feetl  This  sound- ctiange  hod 
an  intermediate  stage,  oe,  which  was  retained  in, 
&  was  typical  of,  Ang.  d  Kent.  Ang.  f6et(feet) 

-o  from  o  before  ld,mb,nd,rd,rl,rn      hdrd<hord (hoard) 

■tEor3  consonants,  except  those  above  ^  ^  ^oFte>SoFte  (soft) 


6c. 


lie. 


5  from    v/-t6 ,    svi/oop<  OE  swapan 

before  h  ^  ^^  q  ^     q^  ^, -^  ^  l\/IEpluh  (plough) 

ME  [o:J    foF^swoop.  Often  written^  oojn  ME&t\IE,\pi\  was  o  tense 

(close)  vowel , recorded  5  or  g  in  some  texrs.  The  other  ME  o 
(from  OE  a  ;  ^ee  dX.)  was  an  open  (slack)  vowel , sometimes  re- 
corded as  O^or  £,  This  sound  is  usually  spelled  oa  in  NE 

0<U  in  open  syllables  in  a  few  words,  wode<OE  v^udu  (woo4', 
dore  <OEduru  (doorJ;love<  OEluhl.  Related  words  with 
short  vowels  have  played  havocj^by  analogy)  with  the 
later  development  of  these  o's 

before  r^^^^,-^^    dore  >NE door 


1250 


^^^^1,— -_..>,J,^»..W 


^f-<t/IEu-tw  or  after  labials jNE  droop<drup;tJEwound<MEv^und 
NE   [u:]  swoop,dnoop,\M)Und .  777(s[o:]  >[u:]  in  15-16 co. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

Ang.  AngliafNorfhumbria,Mercia) 

c.       century 

cp.    compare 

cons,     consonant 

G        Oerman 

Gk.     Greek  (including  Doric  dialect) 

Goth.     Gothic 

IE      Indo-European 

Kent.     Kentish 

L       Latin 

LWS  Late  West  5axon 

ME    Middle  English 

NE    New  (Modern)  English 

NHG  New  High  German 

North.  Northumbrian 

OE     Old  English 

OHG  Old  High  German 

ON    Old  Norse 

OS     Old  Saxon 

PG     Proto  -  Germ  anic 

WG     West    Germanic 

WS     West    Saxon 


SICNS      *    conjectured    form 
<    comes   From 
>  a  Ives 


PRONUNCIATION    KEY 

[a]  like  o  in  nol.  fodder 

[a:]  ''  a  "  falher 

[«]  ''  a  "  haf 

[« :J  Ihe  above  sound  prolonged 

[ai]  like    i  in  ice 

[au]  "  ou  "  house 

[e]  ;^'  e  ^'  sef 

[e-.]  "  ai  "  fair 

[e]  "  a  "  faie 

[ei]  "  a    "  ale 

[I]  "  i    "  sil 

[i:]  ^^  e   ^^  be 

[lUJ  "  u    "  mule 

fol  "  o    "  vocafion 

[o:]  o  note 

[OOj  o  go 

[U]  U  pull 

[u:]  oo  pool 

[y]  ^^  u  ^^  G.  muss  en 

fvi  '  uh  "  G.   kUhn 

m  ^^  a   ^^  Cuba 

[a]  "  au  ■"  audacious 

[o:j  "  aw ''  awe 

[srj  "  i    "  birch 

r     T  "  "II 

[a]  u  but 


IE«7[u:]   asin  L  puted  (Ishnk)  (^ 

V—u  from  IE  u-masal-hh      0Epuhf-e(/fseemedJ<P6''funhhai 
PG    [u:J    as  in  Gof-h. /O/s ,  hus  &    ON  full  (Foul) ,  hus  (house) 

WG  [u:]  as  in     05  &  OHG  hus  (house) 

V—  u  from  u-f- nasal  -f^  f,sorp  ,    OEcDy  <  PG  kunps  (known) 

OE  [u:]   ful  Cfoul) ,  'bOhle  (it  seemedj,  hus  Chouse) 

I- umlaut    *-;,(.-  -    ,         ,  ,  (-.  _ 

:>>  y    musiz>  ntysfm/ce)  In  the  Ooulheast  of  England, 
including Kenl-Jhi5[y']>\Q':\in 9c.   Kent mes  (mice) 

unrounding     -       -  ',.,.. 

— : -^fj  mys>  mis  (mice).  Unrounding 


lie. 


in  10 c.  in  North;  as  late  os  is'c.  in  parts  of 
the  Midlands 

u  from  u  before  Id,  Ih,  mb,nd,rh      hund<hund  (do<j) 

't'2or3  consonants, except  those  abo\/e       ,  -      .^ 

>  u,  nuswi^huswir^hussiF, 

hussy  (housewife) 


a  from    OEo^.oh    ME pluh<pldh  (plough) 
ME  [u:]   foul,hous  (house) 

I       before  labiols    or  after  w 


i6c.[ou] 
[qT,] 


»    U  rem  ains^  I^EdroOD 


JL^n£Lr,[oM^]tJE hour,  flour 


— be  tore  rt  cons.- 


-^[o:]  MEmOrnen> 
NE  mourn 


<rUfrom  OE\p\\ 
See  @ 


NP 


NE[au]   Foul, mouse, hound    t^E[o-]  mourn         f^E[u{\droop,sl'oop 

See(3) 


da&g  (dsyj 
6  cnyll3n(fo  knell), mys (mice) 
7  caester  (camp)    ~ 
a  ge/an  (to  <^/[/e) 
9  geleafsn  (/v  be/let/ej 
to  cTos"^  (chooses) 


NORTHUMBRIAN 


DIFFERENCES   OF  OE  DIALECTS 


0ec3use  prsclicji/y  dJI  lilerjry  fex/'s  Asi/e  come 
down  /o  as  in  the  lA^est  Saxon  d/slec/',  ex<s/np/es 
of  non-^J  us3g£  sre  relahVely  ^csrce.  Many 
of  ffie  fol/owing  examples  sre  consfrucf-ed,- 
nof  founcf  in  /'eMls. 


^e(- 


■^d 


Northumbrian  is  idenhT/ed  by  its 
freal-ment  of 
I  humlauf-  of  WO  o 

See  ivonds  marked ^■'^ 
n  PO  eu         See  word 5  marked 'A 


Mff^C/AN 


A   all  (all) 

•2  bea^u  (balhs)  ^ 

3  deh/-er  (dafit^e  of  dao^hterj 
4  dTop  (c/eep) 

5  daeg  &  somel-imes  deg  (day) 
6  cnyllan  (foknel/),  my 5  (mice) 
7  caester   (camp) 
8  qefsn    (to  g/vej 
9   gelea/sn    (to  bet/et'e) 
.            \o  cTosp    (chooses) 
/^.Severn ■-^^0'    '" — 

^^.^  WEST  SAXON       .K£^r/SH 


Anglien  (Mercian  ^Northumbrian) 

is  idenri  fled  by /Is  treatment  or 
I  WOa*-li-cons.  See  wds.  marked  •! 
H  i-omiaul  ofbVOa.  See  words 
marked  *Z 


Thames 


WG^sfSaxon  is  /denlified  by  its  treatment  of 
I  <se  after  g,c,sc   See  i^ords  marked   *7 
H  e  after  g,c,sc    See  words  rnarked  •© 
HI  i- umlaut  ofia  See  wds.  '9  ^^ 
JZ  i-umlaut  of  To    See  wds.  'lO  \^ 

\  eall(all) 

2  bapu    (baths) 

3  dehter  (dative  of  daughter) 

4  deop  (deep) 

5  d^gi  (day) 

6  cnyll<3n  (to  knell),  mys  (mice) 
•1  c easier  (camp) 
•Q  giefan      (to  give) 
•9  gelTefan    (to  believe) 
•10  cTesi>    (chooses) 


l^enlish  is  identified  by 
its    treatment   of 
\W6  a  See  words  marked  'S 
n  i' umlaut  of  u&u  5e& 

iVords  marked   '6 

I  eall  (all)  2  ba}u  (baths) 

3  dehter  (dative  of  daughter) 

4  d'op  (deep) 
•5  deg  (day) 
•6  cnellan  (to  knell) 

&  mes  (mice) 
7  caester  (camp) 
a  gefan    (to  g/ve) 
9  ge  tea  fan  (to  befeve) 
\o  cios^  (chooses) 


FIrfh  of  forth 


A/0/?r//£f?A/ 


Solway  f^/rfh 


® 
DJFFERENCE5  OF  ME  DJALECTS 

D'fferenf/tsh'on  ofM/c/d/e  fn^/ijh  cf/s/ec/s  by 
accidence,  vacabu/ary,  <S.  consonant  chanqes 
IS  of  fen  easier  than  by  yowe/  changes.  Only  a 
fe^/v  characterish'c   \^oyve/s  are  qixf'en   here, 
'^ariafions    wiihin  a  cJisfrich  were  numerous; 
boundaries  of  di'sfr/c/s  were  nof  exact 


I  m&^r, /aZ-er  m^^r  (morej 
Zs[y^th    (sooth)- 

3  f[J2r   (fire) 

4  thUt   (fhat) 

5  h^^r  (to hear) 


y 


Northern  is  identified  by  ifs 
treatment  of 
I  OE  [a3    See  words  marked  •  I 

H  OE  ^\    ^ee  words  marked  "2 
'-Humber  Estuary 


M/DLAA/D 

Mid/and  texts  show  the 
great  variety  ofpronuncia- 
\  Hon 5  in  fiiis  district   Forms  used  in 
Easti^idJands  were  mosfinfiuentiat<Scare^ 
considered  normal  ME 

m^r  (more) 


the 


■\ 


'       __      - 

2  S{0^t/7  (sooth) 

3  /^[igr    (tire) 

4  th^t    (that) 

5  h^re-n(to hear) 


\ 


/?.  Severn 

'SOUTHWESTEQN 

Southwestern  is  identified 
by  its  treatment  of 

I  OE^"^    See  words  marked  ^Z 

][  OEle,  a  distinctive   V)/5  sound 
See  words  marked  'S 

1  m^r  (more) 

2  S^th  (sooth) 
•3  nslr  (fire) 

A  fhW  (ftiat) 
•5  ti^re  ,or  ti^^re  (to  hear) 


London  used 
(iiOO-i250JanaTn3l- 
qam  of  southern 
VE  dialects  {li^fJSc 

.JOr^. <^_^-^  ^^^^)  After  i 500 

i  tr^,  ,7-ij£rTc^c^^  London  used  in- 
\  SOUTHEA5rE/?N)j  cr^sin^ly  ttie  East 
t\/l id/an  of  dialect. 


Southeastern  (including   Kent)  /s 
identified  by  its  treatmenf  of 
I  OE  lyl]  See  words  mari<ed  "3 
It  OE  ^   See  words  marked  -4 

I    mlpUr-  (more) 

z  z^lth    (sooth) 
•3  v[ei]/-  (fire) 
•A  th\jL]t    (that) 

5    h^lre  (to  hear) 


® 


o 

I- 
< 
a 
< 
a: 


^.0< 


5^ 

O 


I 
I 


V»3 


r 


c 


.c; 


LiJ 

O 
> 

o 


^fc^l^^I   §..-« 


^1^  §.l^ 


■4> 


-4 
I 

<0 


CO 

X 
CO 

z 
o 

I- 
< 

UJ 

tr 

-J 

UJ 

o 
> 


s; 


I    I  ^ 


1. 

I 


S 


I      I 


1 1  ^ 


1^ 


I 


il4 


o^ 


^.§ 


<b 


•^  I 

"2J 


^ 


^^■:: 


5^ 


— \j 


.5! 


I 


->l 


^il 
^^^ 

F^^^ 


Mi 


V5 


I 


Due 

Date 

Returned 

Due 
Due 
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m 
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